
LABRUS TINCA? 

VAR ? 

Character Gen eric us. 

Os labiis craffis, replicatis; maxillis extcrnis tec- 

tis. 

Character Specificus. 

LABRUS roftro furfum reflcxo, cauda inextrcmo 

circulari ? 

Lin. Syji. Nat. p. 477. 

Arted.gen. 33. Jyn. 56. 

Turdorum feptimum genus ? 

Rondel, pife. p. 177. 

Spari et Labri genera a Linnaeo non fatis accurate 

a fe invicem videntur fejungi. Ne quid enim dica- 

mus de nimia horum generum affinitate, colorum 

quibus multac fpecies ornantur magna eft diverfitas. 

Ipfos quoque charadteres confudifte et obfeurafte 

videtur Linnteus, qui pinnas Spari pedtorales vulu 

efle rotundatas, pinnas autem Labri pedlorales acu- 

minatas. Quod cum prorfus contrarium lit in ple- 

rifque fpeciebus, non poflumus non fufpicari Lin- 

naeum, lapfu calami, verborum ordinum invertifle; 

et hoc modo in Syftcma Naturae vitium irrepfifte. 

I 2 Charadteres 



Charaderes quos inftituit Blochius, utpote fimpli- 

ciores, in errorem minus duduros opinamur. 

Labri Tincae, in maribus Europasis faepius con- 

fpedi, colores multum variant. Hujus depinximus, 

magnitudine quail dimidiata, varietatem? non quo- 

tidianam, fed fere omnium fplendidillimam; quam 

non continet eximium Blochii opus; quaeque fatis 

fideliter depida haud polfit reperiri in alio aliquo 

opere ichthyologico. 
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THE 

VARIEGATED WRASSE. 

Generic Character. 

Mouth retradtile : lips thick and revolute. 

Specific Character, &c. 

Dulky-red Labrus, whitilh beneath, with blue 

variegations and rounded tail. 

Var. Whitifli Labrus, variegated with red, orange, 

and blue, the variegations on the body 

fiexuous, on the fins fpotted. 

Ancient WRASSE ? 

Pennant Brit. Zool. p. 214. pi. 47. No. 115. 

The fpecies in the two genera of Spariis and Labrus 

are, according to Linnaeus, notfo eafily diftingui filed 

as might be wiffiied; fince exclufive of the ftrong 

affinity between the genera, many of the fpecies vary 

much in color. It mull likewife be added that even 

the Linnasan charaifters of thefe genera feem to be 

involved in great obfeurity; a part of the generic 

character of Sparus conlifting in the rounded fhape 

of the pedtoral fins, (pinna petilorales rotundata) 

while thofe of the genus Labrus are exprefsly faid to 

be acuminata. Now the very reverfe of this being 

really the cafe in moll of the fpecies, I am therefore 

inclined 



inclined to fuppofe that Linnaeus, thro* a lapfus ca¬ 

lami, committed this miftake in writing the gene¬ 

ric characters, and that it has been erroneoufly thus 

printed in iheSyflemaNaturae. Dr. Bloch’s characters 

are more fimpie, and ofcourfe, lefs liable to miflead. 

The Labrus Tinea, frequently found in the Eu¬ 

ropean Teas, varies much in color : the fpecimen re- 

prefented on the prefent plate, of about half the na¬ 

tural fize, exhibits one of the richeft varieties, and 

is far fuperior to thofe which are generally feen. It 

does not occur in the fplendid publication of Dr. 

Bloch, nor does it indeed feem to have been any 

where reprefented with a fufficient degree of exact- 

nefs. 


